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SUBJECT: CODEL ASPIN: MEETING WITH SERGIO RAMIREZ MERCADO :OF
GRN JUNTA .

1. CONFIDENTIfL-ENTIRE TEXT.

2. SUMMARY: [N CODEL ASPIN'S MEETING WITH JUNTA MEMBER SERGIO
RAMIREZ FEBRUARY 13, ASPIN RAISEO QUESTIONS ABOUT GRN INTEN-
TIONS AND EXPRESSED U.S. CONCERNS REGARDING: GRN RELATIONS
WITH THE U.S.3 THE GRN'S VIEW OF OEMOCRACY; THE GRN'S PLAN
FOR ELECTIONS: THE PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESS THROUGH CONTADORA;
NICARAGUAR’S CUBAN/SOVIET ALIGNMENT: AND NICARAGUAN SUPPORT
FOR THE SALYADORAN GUERRILLAS. RAMIREZ EXPRESSED THE GRN'S
VIEW ON CONTADORA AND OTHER PROPOSALS. HE DESCRIBED THE
UPCOMING NICARAGUAN ELECTIONS AS "TRADITIONALLY LATIN AMERICAN."
IF THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE DID NOT ELECT THE SANDINISTAS,

THE FSLN WOULD ACCEPT [TS DECISION. HE SAID NICARAGUAN
DEMOCRACY, WHEN FACED WITH A THREAT OF WAR, COULD NQT BE
PROPERLY COMPARED WITH AMERICA’'S WELL-DEVELOPED SYSTEM.

3. RAMIREZ CITED NICARAGUA'S U.N. VOTING RECORD AS INDICATIVE
QF [TS NON-ALIGNMENT, AND AOMITTED 4,000 CUBAN ADVISERS WERE
IN NICARAGUA, OF WHOM NO MORE THAN 200 WERE MILITARY. THE

GRN WOULDO DISCUSS THE REMOVAL OF ADVISERS ANDO NICARAGUAN
CONFIDENTIALD ' '
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ASSISTANCE TO THE SALYADORAN INSURGENTS ONLY AS A PART OF A
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REGIONAL AGREEMENT. CONTAQORA PROSP J% ACE DEPENDED
ON THE u.S. HE:HUPER NLEARRG UiS2 RELATIONS WOULD
IMPROVE, BUT INS{3Fem YhaT-F *THEU.S5. HAD TO LEARN NOT TO 8

AFRAID OF CHANGE. END SUMHMARY

A
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4, CODEL ASPIN MET WITH JUNTA MEMBER SERIO RAMIREZ MERCADO
ON FEBRUARY 13, PROVIOING ASPIN THE OPPORTUNITY TO "HEAR
DIRECTLY FROM THE SANDINISTA LEADERSHKIP, THE AMBASSADOR AND
ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER VICTOR TINOCO WERE ALSO IN ATTENDANCE.
AFTER INTRODUCTORY PLEASANTIRES ASPIN SAID THAT HE HAD NEVER
VISITED CENTRAL AMERICA BEFORE. HE HAD MANY QUESTIONS, AND
WANTED TO EXPRESS HIS VvIEWS ON SOME ISSUES 7O THE GRN. HE
ASKED WHAT RELATIONSHIP THE GRN WANTED TO HAVE WITH THE U.S.
RAMIREZ SAID THE GRN WAS TRYING TO DEVELQP A FRAMEWORK FOR
COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE TwO COUNTRIES THROUGH CONTADORA
AND THROUGH [TS OKN PROPOSALS TO THE USG. THE GRN HAD
ALSO ATTEMPTED TO AODRESS U.S. SECURITY CONCERNS, THE GRN
DID NOT WANT ISOLATION FROM THE U.S., [N THE FUTURE. ON THE
OTHER HAND, NICARAGUA WANTED TO MAINTAIN ITS INDEPENDENCE.
RAMIREZ SAIQ THAT NICARAGUA COULO NOT CHANGE THE FACT THAT
THE U.S. WAS SO CLOSE AND SO POWERFUL. AT .THE SAME TIME THE
U.S. MUST REALIZE THAT NEITHER COULO IT CHANGE NICARAGUA’'S

SITUATION: NOT THROUGH THE CIA, THROUGH SUBYERSION OR THROUGH .
FUNDOS TO THE CONTRA,

S. ACCORDING TO RAMIREZ, THE ELECTORAL PROCESS WOULD COME
ABOUT SONNER™ THAN ANTICIPATED, HE DID NOT ELABORATE. IF
PEOPLE CHOSE SOMEONE OTHER THAT THE SANDINISTAS, HE SAID, THE
FSLN WOULD HAVE TO ACCEPT ITS DECISION. BUT THAT ®AS NOT THE
SAME AS BEING FORCED TO CHANGE BY USE QF MILITARY FORCE.
NOBODY THOUGHT THE NATIONMAL GUARD (GN)>, WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN
RRMS BY THE CIA, WAS A VIABLE POLITICAL ALTERNATIVE, BESIDES,

—CONEIBENTLAL-
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THE CIA'S MONEY WAS NOT JUST BEING USED TO 'BUY ARMS.

"MANY NEW FORTUNES®” WERE BEING BORN AS MWELL. TWENTY-EIGHT

TO FORTY-EIGHT MILLION OOLLARS WAS A LOT OF MONEY. ASPIN
REMARKED THAT [F THAT WAS WHAT THE MONEY WAS BEING USED FOR
‘THE GRN DION'T HAVE TO WORRY. RAMIREZ RETORTED THAT WITH
THAT MONEY, THE U.S. HAD KILLED 1,000 NICARAGUANS IN THE POST
YEAR, ECONOMIC LOSSES WERE AS MUCH AS $250 MILLION, AR GREAT
DEAL QOF MONEY FOR NICARHGUR EQUAL TO ABOUT ONE HALF OF ITS
EXPORTS. :

6. ASPIN THEN ASKED Raniagz IF. HE coas;usasn THE CONTRAS AS ALL
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FORMER SOMOTUISTA NATIONAL GUHRDSMEN(GN). RAMIREZ ﬁHSHERED.
"PRINCIPALLY, YEB . sve dEs SA'LD."T'.!*!‘AfY"GPE.R‘ﬂi‘IONﬂL DECISIONS WERE TAKEN
BY THE FON AND GEAU'GEFIC fRLSTHE ABfos}

OF THE TASK FORCES WERE EX-GN AND USED TO BE JUNIOR OFFICERS
UNDER SOMOZA, WHEN ASKED ABOUT OPPOSITION IN THE SOUTH,

RAMIREZ SAID THE FORCES THERE WERE NOT AS INTEGRATED AS THE

FON, WHICH WAS MORE UNIFIED BECAUSE THE CIA HAD GIVEN IT7
DISCIPLINE. IN THE SOUTH THERE WERE NOW 4-5 GROUPS RATHER THAN
THE ORIGINAL UNIFIED FORCE, AND THEY WERE SHORT OF MONEY.

PASTORA WAS A DIFFICULY PERSON AND THE CIA COULD NOT WORK
WITH HIM.,
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7. ASPIN SAID THAT PEOPLE LIKE PASTORA RAISED QUESTIONS [N
THE U.5., ABOUT THOSE WHO WERE QRIGINALLY SUPPORTERS OF THE
REVOLUTION BUT WHO LATER MOVED TO THE OPPOSITION. THIS

CAUSED POEPLE TO WONDER ABQUT THE REASONS FOR THEIR CHANGE

OF HEART., IN GENERAL, ASPIN CONTINUED, U.S5. PUBLIC OPINION

ON NICARAGUA wAS IN A STATE OF FLUX, MANY PEOPLE DID NOT KNOwW
ENOQUGH ABOUT IT TO MAKE INFORMED OECISIONS. ASPIN SAID THERE
WAS A GROUP OF DEMOCRATS IN CONGRESS WHICH WAS VEY SUPPORTIVE
OF THE SANDINISTA REVOLUTION, BUT THAT GROUP CARRIED LITTLE
INFLUENCE. U.S. PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR 'THE AUTION IN GRENADA WAS AN
EXAHPLE 0F THAT. :

8. THE GRN WAS NOT AFRAID OF AN ARMED OPPOSITION, ACCORDING
TO RAMIREZ. THERE WAS NO GOVERNMENT [N THE WORLD WITHOUT
~SOME TYPE OF OPPOSITION. YES, THE GRN HAD DAMAGED THE
INTERESTS OF SOME. THE REVOLUTION HAD NEVERTHELESS CHANGED
THE DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH FROM THE FEW HAVING ALL, TO THE
MANY HAYING SOME. SOME HAD MOVED TO THE OPPOSITION CAMP IN
DISAGREEMENT wlTH THE®™SANDINISTAS, BUT THAT 0IO0 NOT GIVE
THEM THE RIGHT TQ SEEK FUNDS TO MOUNT AN ARMED OPPOSITION.
IN THE PROCESS OF ODEVELOPMENT THE GRN WOULDC MAKE MANY ERRCORS,
SOME PEQPLE IN NICARAGUA THOUGHT THAT THINGS SHOULO BE LIKE
THEY USED TO BE UNDER SOMOZA. THEY HAD TAKEN AOVANTAGE OF
THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE UNDER SOMOZA AND BENEFITED JUST AS HE HAD,.
THEY WERE NEVERTHELESS NOT NOW TYING TO OVERTHROW THE GRN AND
—ONELBENTIHL- i
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LEARN TO UNDERSTAND THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN OPPSOITION AND THE
COUNTERREVBLUTION, ;
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9. ASPIN SAID THERE WAS NO SUPPORT IH THE U.S8., FOR i RETURN
OF SOMOZA.:*NiAl* THERE.'NAS 3U??URI%FOR WAS THE [DEA OF
COMPETITION: AR, PATES - BERHAPSIRANIREZ HAD A

DIFFERENT IDEA OF DEMOCRACY THAN OID THE U.S. RAMIREZ SAID
ME KNEW ABQUT DEMOCRACY IN THE U.S., AND HE KNEW ITS MECHANI
FOR EXAMPLE, HE KNEW HOW DIFFICULT [T WAS FOR A THIRD

PARTY TO MAKE ANY HEADWAY IN THE SYSTEM. SOME SPOKE OF A
NATURAL SELECTION OF POLITICAL FORCES, THE IDEA OF SURVIVAL
OF THE FITTEST. IN NICARAGUA NOW THERE WERE ABOUT FIFTEEN
DIFFERENT PARTIES (SIC), THE ELECTIONS WOULD BE A PROCESS OF
NATURAL SELECTION TO SEE WHO WOULD SURVIVYE., NICARAGUA

WAS GOING TO ELECT A CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY AND

EXECUTIVE AUTHORITIES WITH CONSITITUTIONAL POWERS, AS ALL
LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES HAD DONE. THE GRN wWQULD SELECT A
SUPREME ELECTORAL COUNCIL INDEPENDENT FROM THE GOYERNMENT TO
RESOLVE PROBLEMS IN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS, NICARAGUA WOULD H.
PLURALIST SOCIETY CHARACTERISTIC OF WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRI:

10. RAMIREZ REITEREATED THAT NICARAGUA WAS NOT TRYING TO

BREAK WITH LATIN AMERICAN TRADITIONS. IT WAS PART OF THE

LATIN AMERICAN HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND wOULD REMAIN S0,

ASPIN QUESTIONED THE GRN'S REAL INTENT, BEYOND

THE FORMAL STEP OF HOLDING ELECTIONS, TO CREATE A TRULY

PLURALISTIC SOCIETY WITH FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, ETC, THE U.S.
.FAVORED COMPETITION OF INTERESTS WITCH WERE EXPRESSED

THROUGH ORGANIZED POLITICAL FORCES,.

11. RAMIREZ SAID IT WAS THE GRN'S OESIRE TO HAVE A FUNCTIONIM
DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM IN THE NICARAGUAN CONTEXT, HOWEVER, [T WAS
THING TO HAVE A FUNCTIONAL DEMOCRACY UNDER A PERMANENT MILITA
—CONELDENTIAL
LONFITENT I AL

PAGE 03 MANAGU . 00958 02 OF 04 2215561

THREAT, AND ANOTHER IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH GAVE [T A REAL CHA
IF HE, RAMIREZ, COULO CONSTRUCT THE IDEAL SCENARIO, THEN THE
AND GRN WOULD SIGN AN AGREEMENT TOC RID THE AREA OF ALL
MILITARY ADVISERS AND MILITARY AID. AFTER THKAT, [F THE GRN
DID NOT HOLD FREE ELECTIONS, DID NOT PUT AN ASSEMBLY IN
PLACE, AND STILL CENSORED THE PRESS, THEN THAT WOULO BE
ANOTHER STORY. [T WAS NQT FAIR TO COMPARE THE U.S. SYSTEM,
WHICH FUNCTIONED IN PEACE, WITH THAT IN NICARAGUA WHICH WAS
FIGHTING A WAR. RAMIREZ ASKED HOW THE U.S. WOULD BE AFFECTED
[F 1T HAD 100,000 ARMED MEN ATTACKING FROM MEXICQ EVERY

DAY. PUTTING THINGS IN PERSPECTI{VE, INSTEAD OF $250 MILLION
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CAMAGE, HOW WOULD $2.,5 BILLION AFFECT THE Uu.S5.
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12, ASPIN ASKED'yﬂnT'uQULB.H$?P€R ;F.:HE CONTRAS WERE NOT
SUPPORTED, ANU OO NUTEXIST.” WwouLD THERE B8E COMPLETE FREEDOM
OF THE PRESS WITH NO CENSORHIP? RAMIREZ ANSWERED THAT THERE
WOULD, “NOT OKLY THAT, BUT EVEN WITH THE SOMOIA GUARD(I.E,, THE
CONTRAS) WE WILL FULFILL THE MINIMUM RULES FOR FREE ELECTIGNS."
ASPIN POINTED OQUT THAT THIS WOULD HAVE TO HAPPEN SOON ENOUGH FO!
THE OPPOSITION PARTIES TO HAVE A CHANCE. HE SAID THERE -
WERE REARSONS TO PUT LIMITS ON DEMOCRACY, CITING THE U.S.
CIVIL WAR. THE U.S. CONCERN WAS THAT THOSE REASONS NOT
BECOME AN EXCUSE IO CONTINUE OPPRESSION. HE WONDERED WHEN
SOUTH KOREA WQULD OPEN UP ITS DEMOCRACY, FOR THE GOVERNMENT
ALWAYS POINTED TO THE THREAT FROM THE NORTH. IT SEEMED THAT
SUCH -THINGS WERE OFTEN SPOKEN ABOUT IN PRINCIPLE, 8UT
SEEMINGLY WERE ALWAYS POSTPONED.

et
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13. ASPIN MOVED TO OTHER AREAS. WHAT FOREIGN POLICY GOALS

DID NICRAGUA HAVE? RAMIREZ SAID 1T HAD YERY CLEAR GOALS AND
IT WAS NON-ALIGNED AND TRIEOC TO FUNCTION AS SUCH, EVEN THOUG
THATTCLASHED WITH TRADITION. NICARAGUA HAO PASSED FROM NEVER
HAVING VOTING AGAINST THE U.S. UNDER SOMOZIA TGO VOTING AGAINS
U.5. MANY TIMES, -BUT NOT ALWAYS WITH THE SOYIET UNION. IN
DECIDING ITS YOTE, THE GRN FIRST EXAMINED ITS OWN INTERESTS.
AFTER ONE YEAR ON THE U.SN. SECURITY COUNCIL, THE GRN HAD

A RECORD QF [NOEPENDENT VOTING, IT HAD EXCELLENT RELATIONS
WITH WESTERN EUROPEAN NATIONS ANO HAD CREATED BALANCE IN [TS
FOREIGN POLICY. \

14. ASPIN ASKED BOUT THE SOVIET UNION/CUBA CONNECTON. .
RAMIREZ SAID THOSE RELATIONS COULD NOT CHANGE. THE GRN HAD
GOOU RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNIOM, RESPECTFUL ONES, (TS
RELATIONSHIP WITH CUBA WAS MUCH CLOSER. HE EXPALINED THAT
WHILE CUBA WAS A SOCIALIST COUNTRY, IT WAS ALSO A LATIN AMERI
COUNTRY WITH STRONG TIES TO NICARAGUA. THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN THE T®O0 COUNTRIES REFLECTED THOSE TIES, BUT THAT WAS
NOT TO SAY THAT CUBA OICTATED NICARAGUAN POLICY.

15. TO ASPIN'S QUESTION ON THE NUMBER OF CUBAN AOVISERS I[N
NICARAGUA, RAMIREZ REPLIED THAT THERE WERE ABOUT 4,000 TOTAL.
THESE INCLUDED 2,000 PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS, 800 DOCTORS AND
TECHNICIANS IN RAILROAD, HIGHWAY AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
TCTORFIUERTIRAL )
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AND NO MORE THAN 200 MILITARY ADVISERS, ASPIN TURNED
TO THE TRAINING OF NICARAGUAN PERSOHNEL ABRGﬁD. ~ DO you
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"ALWAYS HAVE TO SEND THEM TO CUBA? wHY NOT OTHER COUNTRIES?-
RAMIREZ CLAIMEQ.CUBA MADE MORE. QRARERS, AND TRAINING COULD BE
GOTTEN INOIVERSE if L bd "TAERE: TAERE WERE NEVERTHELESS MANY
STUDENTS STuBYIAG 1N MEX1{0 "AS WELL AS IN OTHER COUNTRIES.

THE GRN WOULD ACCEPT ASSISTANCE FROM ANY COUNTRY. T ALSO

HAD ADVISERS FROM THE U.S., WEST GERMANY, HOLLAND ANO SPAIN.
THERE WERE PERHAPS S50ME 2,000 FROM WESTERN EUROPE. ASPIN INTER
JECTED THAT QUESTIONS LIKE THE NUMBER OF CUBAN/SOVIET ADVISERS
WERE CAUSE FOR CONCERN IN THE UNITED STATES. RAMIREZ SAID THAT
PEOPLE WERE NDT WELL INFORMED. NICARAGUA PRODUCED EXCELLENT
TOBACCO, AND VERY GOOO CIGARS WERE MADE FROM [T BY CUBANS LIVIF
HERE WHO WERE NOT FIDELISTS.

16. ARCHIE BARRETT, WHO ACCOMPANIED ASPIN, SAID THAT RAMIREZ
HAD NOT MENTIONED ANOTHER PROBLEM, /THAT OF NICARAGUR'S ’
SUPPORT FOR THE GUERRILLAS [N EL SMLVADQR. RAMIREZ SAIO
THE GRN HAD PLACED ALL [TS CARDS ON THE TABLE ON THIS SUBJECT
IN OCTOBER. THE GRN WAS WILLING TO REACH AN AGREEMENT ON THE
MATTER AND ON THE WITHORAWAL OF CUBAN ADVISORS, BUT ONLY AS
A PART OF A GLOBAL SOLUTION, AND AS LONG
AS OTHER MILITARY AOVISERS LEFT THE REGIQON. THE AGREEMENT
WOULD ALSC HAVE TO INCLUDE SUSPENSION OF ALL ARMAMENTS
FLOWING INTO CENTRAL AMERICA. BARRETT TOLD RAMIREZ THAT HE THOU
THOSE CONDITIGONS WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE TO THE U.S. THEREFORE,
THE GRN SEEMED 70 HAVE PLACED PROPOSITIONS ON THE TABLE WHICH W
NON-NEGOTUABLE. THE U.S. WAS HELPING THE GOES BECAUSE [T WANTED
ASSISTANCE. RAMIREZ RETORTED THAT THE GRN COULD LIKEWISE SAY TH
WANTED CUBAN ASSISTANCE. BARRETT ASKED RAMIREZ IF HIS CON-
CLUSION WAS THAT [F THE U.S., COULD NOT ACCEPT THE GRN'S'
PROPOSALS, THEN THE GRN WOULD CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE SALVADORA;
GUERRILLAS? RAMIREZ REPLIED ONLY THAT THE GRN WAS WILLING TO
—COUNF I UENTLAT
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DISCUSS THE MATTER AS PART OF A REGIONAL AGREEMENT. HE

ADDED THAT THE LARGEST FLOW OF ARMS TO THE GUERRILLAS WAS FROM
THE GDES. THE U.S5. COULO NOT ASK THE GRN TO MAKE UNJLATERAL
CONCESSIONS AND THEN ATTEMPT TG PUMISH NICARAGUA FOR KOT
BOING SO,

17. ASPIN ASKED ABOUT CONTADORA'S CHANCES FOR SUCCESS.
RAMIREZ SAID [T OEPENDED UPON THE U.S. THE MEMBER NATIONS
HAD GOOD WILL, AND COMMISSIONS WERE WORKING ON CONCRETE
ISS5UES. WHAT wOULD HAPPEN, HE ASKED, ONCE HONDURAS SIGNED
AN AGREEMENT WHICH REQUIRED IT TO TAKE ALL THE GN OULT OF A
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DEMILITARIZED ZONE? THEN THE USG WOULD HAVE TO TAKE DIRECT
RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUPPORTING ,THE. (ONIRAS. THE GRN WAS [N
AGREEMENT wITHIRUEU1OF THE -CoNHANORA: FROPOSALS ANO PARTICI-
PATED IN ALL THE leduMiaTEess ASPIN 91D THE CONTADORA PROPO-
SALS WOULD BE HARD TO VERIFY. RAMIREZ AGREED, THE GRN ALSO
HAD ADORESSED THAT PROBLEM IN ITS PROPOSALS.

18, ASPIN SAID HE WANTEOD TO KNOW FOR HIMSELF IF THE OIFFER-
ENCES BETWEEN THE US AND THE GRN WERE REAL OR SEMANTIC:

WERE THE DIFFERENCES FUNDAMENTAL, PRECLUDING AGREEMENT, OR

WERE THEY JUST PROCEDURAL? RAMIREZ ESPLAINED THAT FOR THE FIRST
TIME NICARAGUA WAS WORKING INDEPENDENTLY OF THE U.S.,

WHICH HAO NOT ®ANTEO A CHANGE FROM SOMOZA. SOMOZIA'S TIME HAD
PASSED., [T wOULD TAKE TIME FOR NICARGUA TO FORGET THE

SUPPORT THE U.S. HAD GIVEN HIM. IN THE MEANTIME, THE GRN

WAS GOING TO KEEP A WARY EYE ON THE U.S. THE GRN

WOULD NOT ACCEPT U.S. ARROGANCE IN ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH »
NICARAGUA. A
CONFIBERTIAL
-——— \‘
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19. ASPIN SAID THAT AN OUTSIDE OBSERVER,JUDGING FROM

THE RHETORIC ALONE, WOULD BELIEYE {T WAS NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE
FOR THE U.S5., AND NICARAGUA TO HAYE GOOD RELATIONS. WAS
THERE SOMETHING BEYOND THE RHETORIC WHICH RAMIREZ BELIEVED
CQULDO MAKE POSSIBLE A OECENT RELATIONSHKIP? RAMIREZ REPLIED
THAT THERE WAS, BECAUSE THERE WERE NO FEELINGS OF ANTI-

/014

AMERICANISM [N THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE, ONLY ANTI-INTERYENTION-

ISM. NICARAGUA CARRIED WITH IT MUCH FROM u.S. CULTURE,

ANDO THOSE TIES CQULO NOT,BE BROKEN. HE SAID THE SANOINISTAS
WERE NOT RADICAL FANATICS, THE GRN WANTED CONODITIONS IN
WHICH U.S. CULTURE ANc INODUSTRY COULD HELP NICARAGUAN
DEYELOPMENT »

20. ASPIN ASKED RAMIREZ HOW THE NICARAGUAN REVOLUTION DIFFERED
FROM CUBA'S, WHOSE HISTORY WAS SIMILAR AND WHERE STRONG ANTI-U.S.

RHETORIC WAS ALSO THE BYWORD. RAMIREZ SAID THE BAY OF PIGS HAD
CAUSED A PROFOUND CHANGE IN U.S.-CUBAN RELATIONS. IN NICARAGUA,

HOWEVER, AMERICANS COULD WALK THE STREETS I[N PEACE., THERE WERE

EGULAR FLIGHTS TO THE U.S. AND MUCH TRAVEL BETWEEN THE TwWO
—~7OUNTRIES. ASPIN ASKED [F RAMIREZ WAS SAYING THAT BARRING A
"OF PIGS, THE U.S.-NICARAGUAN RELATIONSHIP WOULD DEVELOP

BAY

LIKE THAT OF THE U.S. AND BRITAIN. RAMIREZ SAID THAT WAS HOW THEY
SHOULD BE. HOWEVER, THE U.S. HAD TO LEARN ONE [MPORTANT THING:

TO BE AFRAID OF CHANGE . THERE WOULD BE MANY MORE PROFOUND
CHANGES IN LATIN AMERICA, AND THE U.S. COULD HAYE TO LEARN

LONFTIOENT AL
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" TO ACCEPT THAT.

21. COMMENT: THE MEETING WAS NON-CONFRONTATIONAL. ASPIN,
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WORKING HIS wAY FROM POINT TO POINT, ROLLEO

THE OIRECT{ON OF, (THE, CONYERSATHON sfNd. BROUGHT RAMIREZ
BACK TO SPECIERCS : HHIN'ﬁf'éﬁkﬁTEP-TG-%ANDER. OF PARTICULAR
SIGNIFICANCE uER?'R%ﬂtREf‘ BTTEMPTS TO PORTRAY THE NICARAGUAN
ELECTORAL PROCESS AS TRADITIONALLY LATIN AMERICAN. HE

SAIC I[F THE SANDINISTAS WERE NOT ELECTED, THEY wWOULD

RCCEPT THE OEFEAT ANDO SURRENDER POWER., THE GRN DOES NOT
EXPECT TO LOSE, AND SUCH STATEMENTS ARE SAFE

FOR RAMIREZ OR OTHERS TO MAKE, WHILE RAMIREZ CITED ECONOMIC
LOSSES OF $250 MILLION, OUR BEST ESTIMATES SHOW ACTUAL

OIRECT LOSSES TQ BE ABOUT ONE-TENTH OF THAT FIGURE.

RAMAIREZ STOQD FIRM ON THE GRN'S PROPOSAL TO DISCUSS MILITARY
ADVISERS AND SUPPORT TO THE SALYADORAN GUERRILLAS ONLY

IN CONJUNCTION WITH A REGIONAL AGREEMENT.
QUAINTON
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